
 

 

 

English Language 

Paper 2 

 

Component 1: Non-

Fiction Reading 

 

Student revision 

support pack 



What is it? 

 30% of the final marks for GCSE English Language. 

 Exam length: one hour 

 6 questions 

 

This will test your ability to read and understand two non- fiction texts. One will be from the 19th 

Century and one will be from the 21st Century.  

They may include: letters, extracts from autobiographies or biographies, diaries, reports, articles and 

digital multi-modal texts from various kinds of newspapers and magazines and the internet.  

You will have to answer 6 questions on the texts. 

Sometimes bullet points will be provided – use them! 

Each question targets a different assessment objective so you need to be familiar with them. 

 

What questions will be asked? 

• Q1 – 21st Century text. Search and find. [3] 

• Q2 – 21st Century text. How. [10] 

• Q3 – 19th Century text. Search and find. [3] 

• Q4 – 19th Century text. Evaluate [10] 

• Q5 – both texts. Synthesis [4] 

• Q6 – both texts. Compare. [10] 

 

What to do when you see a question 

Skills: 

• Step 1: read the question 

• Step 2: read the question again 

• Step 3: read the correct piece text or texts 

• Step 4: highlight any quotes which can be used to answer the questions. Track through the 

text in chronological order 

• Step 5: write up your answer 

  

Timings: 20 mins 

Timings: 20 mins 

Timings: 20 mins 



Search and find questions 

What are they? 

Search and find questions will ask you to identify explicit and implicit information in the text.  

 

What will they look like? 

❑ ‘List 3 reasons why…’ 

❑ Who does the writer say is…?’ 

❑ ‘How much…?’ 

❑ ‘Where is…?’ 

 

How many marks? 

There are no more than 6 marks for Search and Find questions in the whole paper. One mark per 

point you make. 

 

How to answer: 

If it says list, you may use bullet points. If not, you must answer in sentences. Embed short, focussed 

quotations into your answers. Do not quote whole lengthy sentences. 

  

Top Tip: 

These questions are designed to ease you into 

the paper (or the text) so try to spend as little 

time as possible on them. 

Sentence Starters: 

“I learn…” 

Top Tip: 

Aim to include 1-2 more points than the 

question asks for to cover yourself. 



Search and find questions – Putting it into 

practice 
 

 

  

To answer this question, you will need to use the magazine article ‘Appy Ever After by John 

Alridge at the back of this pack. 

A1:  (a) How hot was it in Goldwasser’s office?      [1 mark] 

 (b) How many electrodes does Alridge have attached to his head?  [1 mark] 

 (c) How small will the consumer version of the electrodes be?   [1 mark] 

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the 19th Century extract from Victorian Hypnotism 

by William James at the back of this pack. 

A3:  (a) What does the writer mean by “The subject may be shamming” in line 13?   [1 mark] 

 (b) What does the writer suggest a hallucination is usually followed by?             [2 marks] 

  

To answer this question, you will need to use the magazine article ‘Appy Ever After by John 

Alridge at the back of this pack. 

A1:  (a) How many hours’ sleep did Alridge have before arriving at Goldwassser’s  

office?          [1 mark] 

 (b) In which town is Goldwasser’s office located?    [1 mark] 

 (c) What was the temperature when Alridge arrived at Goldwasser’s 

office?          [1 mark] 

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from the 19th Century practical guide 

Occupations Accessible to Women: Elementary Teaching at the back of this pack. 

A3:  (a) What does the writer mean by “earnest efforts made”?   [1 mark] 

 (b) What does the writer feel is the main educational problem of the time?        [2 marks] 

  



How questions 

What are they?  

How questions assess you for AO2. This means you have to comment on, explain and analyse how 

writers use language, using relevant subject terminology to support your views. 

What will they look like? 

• “How does the writer show that…” 

•  “How does the writer…”  

How many marks? 

Will be worth 10 marks 

Success Criteria 

 

You must also comment on structure and tone. 

 

How to answer: 

You will need to use QUOTE/COMMENT or TECHNIQUE/QUOTE/COMMENT. 

 

  

Sentence Starters: 

“The writer uses…when they write…which suggests…” 

“The writer writes…which suggests…” 

 

Th 

10 Marks 

 10-12 comments 

 4-6 focusing on language 

 Overview  

 

E.g. The writer uses the negative adjectives “noisy” and “choking” to describe traffic, which 

suggests he prefers the silence and peacefulness of cycling.  

 

Technique 

“I learn…” 

Quote 

“I learn…” 

Comment 

“I learn…” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Top Tip: 

Don’t just define a technique in your answer. You must comment on its effects on the reader: 

The writer uses a metaphor “The final instrument of his anger against them” to compare the will 

to an instrument. 

 

The writer uses a simile “felt like running a marathon” to 

compare his activity to running a marathon. X 

 

The writer uses a simile when he describes the effort of moving 

about the school as “like running a marathon” which suggests he 

is very busy and stressed out.  √ 
 

 



How questions – Putting it into practice 
 

  To answer this question, you will need to use the magazine article ‘Appy Ever After by John 

Alridge at the back of this pack. 

A2: John Alridge is trying to engage the reader by explaining mood-altering techniques. How 

does he try to do this? 

You should comment on: 

o What he says to entertain the readers 

o His use of language and tone 

o The way he presents his argument      [10 marks] 

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from Okay, you try teaching 13-year-

olds at the back of this pack. 

A2: Michelle Hanson is trying to show us how difficult it is to be a teacher. How does she try to 

do this? 

You should comment on: 

o What she says to entertain the readers 

o Her use of language and tone 

o The way she presents his argument      [10 marks] 

 



Evaluate questions 

What are they? 

In the AO4 question, you will need to explain and explore your own response as a reader. It is partly 

to do with your personal feelings about what the writer has to say, but you will need to do more 

than express simple feelings of like and dislike. You are required to explain and analyse what a writer 

does in order to make you respond as you do. You need to use evidence in order to make sensible 

conclusions about your own response to what you have read. The examiner will be looking to see 

whether you can assess what you have been reading and come to a sensible judgement about it.  

What will they look like? 

• “What do you think and feel about…” 

• “What does the writer think and feel about… How far do you agree?” 

How many marks? 

Will be worth 10 marks 

 

How to answer: 

You will need to use EVALUATE/COMMENT/QUOTE. 

 

  

Sentence Starters: 

“I fully/partially agree with the statement because…” 

“The writer writes…which suggests…” 

“I think she is… as it says ….” 

 “The writer says “…” . This use of ….. makes me think s/he is… “ 

 

E.g. I think the writer shows what a determined person she was in overcoming all the 

difficulties she faced as “Not a single friend encouraged” her which shows what can be 

achieved if you are determined to achieve something. 

Evaluate 

“I learn…” 

Quote 

“I learn…” 

Comment 

“I learn…” 

Top tip 

If the question begins by asking how far you 

agree with a statement, make sure you 

answer that at the start of your response. 

 

Evaluate Question Key terms: 

o Evaluate: to form an idea of; to assess and decide a value 

o Judgement: a considered decision or sensible conclusion 

o Critical: independent study and evaluation in order to form a judgement 

 

 



Evaluate questions – Putting it into practice 
 

  To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from The Boys are back in town at the 

back of this pack. 

A4: What do you think and feel about Simon Carr’s views about bringing up children?  

You should comment on: 

o What is said 

o How it is said        [10 marks]   

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from Victorian Hypnotism at the back of 

this pack. 

A4: What do you think and feel about William James’s view of hypnosis?  

You should comment on: 

o What is said 

o How it is said        [10 marks]   

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from The Rearing and Management of 

Children at the back of this pack. 

A4: What do you think and feel about the writer’s view of bringing up children?  

You should comment on: 

o What is said 

o How it is said        [10 marks]   

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from Occupations Accessible to Women 

at the back of this pack. 

A4: What do you think and feel about the view of female teachers presented in Occupations 

Accessible to Women?  

You should comment on: 

o What is said 

o How it is said        [10 marks]   

 



Synthesis questions 

What are they? 

The synthesis question will ask you to comment on both of the texts, but you do not need to 

compare them. This is, in essence, a search and find question which asks you about both texts, 

rather than just one. 

What will they look like? 

• “According to the two writers, why should…” 

• “According to the two writers, what does…” 

• “Using information from both texts, explain how…” 

How many marks? 

Will be worth 4 marks 

Success Criteria 

 

  

How to answer: 

If it says list, you may use bullet points. If not, you must answer in sentences. Embed short, focussed 

quotations into your answers. Do not quote whole lengthy sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top tip 

You must always make it clear which text you are talking about. Don’t just use “text A/B” as the 

examiner may not know which you are referring to. Use the name of the writer, the name of the 

text or, in a pinch, the era (e.g. “the 21st Century text”) 

 

4 Marks 

 2-3 points from text A 

 2-3 points from text B 

 What do they both do/say 

 



Synthesis questions – Putting it into practice 
 

  To answer this question, you will need to use the magazine article ‘Appy Ever After by John 

Alridge and the extract from Victorian Hypnosis at the back of this pack. 

A5: According to these two writers, what are the positive aspects of mind-altering techniques? 

          [4 marks] 

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the extracts from The Boys are Back in Town and 

The Rearing and Management of Children at the back of this pack. 

A5: According to these two writers, what are the rules for mothers bringing up their children? 

          [4 marks] 

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the magazine article ‘Appy Ever After by John 

Alridge and the extract from Victorian Hypnosis at the back of this pack. 

A5: According to these two writers, in what ways can a person’s mind or mood be altered? 

          [4 marks] 

 



Comparison questions 

What are they?  

These questions use the same Quote/Comment skills as before. The new skill is being able to see the 

similarities and differences between the two texts and use comparative phrases to write about these 

findings.  

What will they look like? 

• “Both of these texts are about… Compare…” 

How many marks? 

Will be worth 10 marks 

Success Criteria 

 

How to answer: 

• Overview – what do both texts agree on generally? Compare structure and tone. 

• The question gives you two bullet points about what to include in your answer. Treat them 

as separate parts of the question and make sure you have compared both things. 

 

 

  

21st Century Text 

 4-5 comments 

 1-2 focusing on language 

E.g. The writer uses the negative adjectives “noisy” and “choking” to describe traffic, which 

suggests he prefers the silence and peacefulness of cycling.  

 

Technique 

“I learn…” 

Quote 

“I learn…” 

Comment 

“I learn…” 

19th Century Text 

 4-5 comments 

 1-2 focusing on language 

 

Overview 

 8-10 comments 

 4-6 focusing on language 

 Overview  

 



 

  

Sentence Starters: 

Writer A (insert name) writes…which suggests… Likewise/Whereas Writer B (insert name) 

writes…which suggests… 

Writer A uses… when they write…which suggests… Likewise/Whereas Writer uses… when they 

write…which suggests… 

Both writer A and Writer B think….. Writer A shows this by writing “…” whereas Writer B shows 

this by writing “…” 

Both writers think… Writer A shows this by using…when they write… which suggests… whereas 

Writer B uses… when they write… which suggests…. 

Top Tip: 

Use lots of comparative phrases to show similarities/differences between the texts. E.g.: 

• Similarly 

• However 

• Likewise 

• Equally 

• Also 

• As with 

• Conversely 

• Whereas 

 



Comparison questions – Putting it into 

practice 
 

  To answer this question, you will need to use the magazine article ‘Appy Ever After by John 

Alridge and the extract from Victorian Hypnosis at the back of this pack. 

A6: Both of these texts are about the ability to control the mind. Compare the following: 

o The writers’ attitudes to the way the mind can be altered 

o How they get their arguments across     [10 marks] 

You must refer to the text to support your answer 

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the extracts from The Boys are Back in Town and 

The Rearing and Management of Children at the back of this pack. 

A6: Both of these texts are about parenting and childhood. Compare: 

o The writers’ attitudes to parenting and childhood 

o The ways in which they get their ideas and arguments across  [10 marks] 

You must refer to the text to support your answer 

 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 


