Share Multi Academy Trust
Curriculum Planning Template

	Subject:
	Geography
	Year
	8
	Ability 
	All



	Term / Date(s)
	Unit 1
	Unit 2  
	Unit 3
	Unit 4
	Unit 5
	Unit 6

	Topic
	To what extent are coastal landscapes a lost cause?

	Is the development gap something that cannot be undone?
	How does the weather affect our daily lives? 
	Why is Asia such a diverse and dynamic continent?
	Why is fieldwork important in Geography?
	How is the world’s climate changing and can we manage it? 

	
Pupils will learn…

	How coasts shape the physical landscape

How coasts are important to humans, considering impacts of erosion and how we manage it

	What development means in a geographical context.

Which countries are categorised as HIC/NEE & LIC.

How levels of development can be measured.

Explain reasons why countries are at different stages of development.

Identify and evaluate the effectiveness of strategies that can reduce the development gap.

	How different features of the weather and climate occur.

Explain reasons why the weather and climate patterns are different across the UK and the world.

The causes and effects of climate change. How the effects of climate change can be mitigated.

	The location of Asia and its important physical and human features

How physical and human factors can influence Asia’s population distribution and size 

How Asia’s economy has changed over time

How rural-urban migration create social, economic and environmental challenges and opportunities.

How the growth of the population can be linked to development
	How to set a hypothesis to investigate in a fieldwork enquiry.

How to complete a risk assessment.

Collect primary fieldwork data using weather instruments.

Describe and explain the results to reach a conclusion.

Evaluate the fieldwork enquiry process.

The importance of fieldwork to Geography.


	How climate change is evidenced and the human and physical causes and the global impacts. 

Students will then build on their previous unit of weather to focus on how climate change is increasing extreme weather through a focus on hurricanes. 

Explain the formation of hurricanes 

Evaluate the impacts and responses to Hurricanes using an example. 

How we can mitigate and adapt to climate change.

	Golden Knowledge
	Substantive
· Physical processes of weathering, erosion, transportation and deposition 
· How physical processes change coastal landscapes by creating landforms 
· Why changing landscapes can create positive and negative impacts 
· Hard and soft engineering strategies to protect coastal landscapes 
Disciplinary 
· Interpretation and analysis of sources such as photos, graphs and texts 
· Sequencing of processes based on evidence from sources 
· Examples of engineering strategies 
	Substantive
· How development is a wider improvement in quality of life than just wealth 
· Measures of development including GNI and HDI 
· Human and physical causes of the development gap including colonisation and climate 
· Impact of the development gap including gender inequality and lack of education 
· Strategies to reduce the development gap 

Disciplinary
· How do we measure development 
· Critical evaluation of strengths and weaknesses of measures of development 
· Cause and consequence 
· Inference from photos and observations 
	Substantive 
· The difference between weather and climate 
· High and low pressure weather systems and the weather associated with these 
· Extreme weather in the UK: flooding 
· Causes of climate change 
· Impacts of climate change 
· Strategies to mitigate climate change 

Disciplinary 
·  How weather is measured 
· How extreme weather events can be used as evidence of changing climate 
· How strategies are developed, trialled and adapted
· Cause and consequence 
· Similarity and difference 

	Where Asia is located.

What Asia’s main physical and human features are.

How the population and economy are influenced by Asia’s physical and human factors.

How does Asia’s population increase link to urbanisation and development.

Substantive
· How Asia’s location is important for its development and people who live there 
· How the sense of place varies around Asia 
· Factors affecting population size and where people live 
· How populations are changing an Asia and how this is being managed 
Discplinary 
· Use of data to construct models of population such as population pyramids 
· How analysing and comparing population pyramids can suggest how countries are changing 
· Describing distribution- using maps to identify patters and suggest reasons 
· Interdependence of human and physical environments using photographs and peoples view/life experiences 
	Substantive 
· Fieldwork enquiry process 
· How to conduct risk assessments
· Methods of data collection and presentation 
· Describing data to reach a conclusion 
· Evaluation of fieldwork strengths and weaknesses 

Disciplinary
· Fieldwork by nature is part of the ‘discipline’ of geography in how Geographers know things. Students will engage in fieldwork from creating a hypothesis and investigating this to see if it is true or not 
	Substantive
· Evidence of climate change 
· Natural and human causes of climate change
· Impacts (social, economic and environmental) of climate change 
· Extreme weather (formation of hurricanes and case study of Hurricane Katrina) 
· Management strategies
Disciplinary 
· Evaluating the evidence of climate change. Judging and justifying the reliability of different sources 
· Using geographical concepts (understanding processes and scales) 
· Debating the scale and severity of impacts
· Evaluating the responses and management strategies used 
· Interpreting graphs, data and maps 

	Components
	Pupils can define key processes e.g. erosion and use these to explain how landforms like caves arches stacks and stumps are created.

Pupils understand the causes of coastal processes  

Pupils can evaluate human and physical factors on coastal flooding.

Pupils understand the consequences of coastal flooding in order to make a judgement on how to manage future flood events in coastal landscapes.

	Pupils can identify countries in order of Gross National Income/ Human Development Index so they know some different countries that are High Income Countries /Newly Emerging Economies/Low Income Countries

Pupils can compare 2 different ways of measuring development.

Pupils can understand what poverty means and understand different reasons why countries suffer from poverty so they can evaluate which is the most significant reason

Pupils can study Malawi to understand variety of reasons for its high levels of poverty

Pupils can consider different strategies to reduce poverty so they can make a judgement as to which is the best strategy to improve development
	Pupils can explain the difference between weather and climate and understand that different weather conditions have an impact on physical landscapes and human environments

Pupils know the 3 types of rain are frontal, relief and convectional rainfall

Pupils can compare depressions and anticyclones so they understand different weather conditions associated with these weather systems and consider their impacts on people and places

Later in the year, pupils can participate in onsite fieldwork in order to collect primary data about precipitation, wind speed and temperature in order to complete a weather investigation decision making exercise

	Pupils can explain how the physical features influence the distribution of Asia’s population so that they recognise the interdependence between physical and human factors

Pupils can compare Japan and Afghanistan with different levels of development so that they understand that countries in Asia are diverse in terms of population age structure

Pupils can understand and analyse graphical information in order to describe and explain Asia’s demographic changes

Pupils can explain how urbanisation impacts the lives of Asian people in order to understand links between demographic change and  economic growth

Explain and evaluate social, economic and environmental challenges and opportunities in Asian countries/cities.

How the characteristics of the Demographic Transition Model (DTM) can explain the features of development and help pupils evaluate the social and economic future of the continent. 

	Pupils can build on their knowledge of the fieldwork enquiry process from their year 7 trip to Bolton Abbey.

Pupils will know how to plan, design a method, collect, present and explain data and evaluate the fieldwork enquiry they have conducted.

Pupils can explain the difference between primary and secondary data.
Pupils can design and plan a risk assessment based on their fieldwork enquiry and the methods they will use to collect the data.

Pupils can explain and evaluate why fieldwork is an important component of Geography.
	Pupils can understand and explain the causes and effects of climate change. 

Pupils can provide detail on the global effects of climate change in specific countries (eg, Maldives & Bangladesh).  

Pupils can evaluate the effectiveness of adaption and mitigation strategies.

Pupils can understand and analyse graphical information
order to describe climate features


	What pupils should already know
(prior learning components)

	Use geographical vocabulary to refer to coasts, identify key topographical features including coastal landforms (beach, cliff) (KS1/2) 

Name and locate key physical features in the UK (KS1/2)

Describe and understand key aspects of coastal environments and the water cycle (KS1/2).

Ordnance survey maps - Use of 4 and 6 figure grid references, 8 point compass

	Use geography vocabulary to refer to countries at different stages of development

Name and locate the world’s countries using maps and atlases (KS1/2)

Human geography including economic activity and trade links (KS1/2)


	Use geographical vocabulary to refer to season and weather (KS1) and climate zones (KS2)

Collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes (KS1/2)

interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs (KS1/2)

Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.(KS1/2)

Water cycle in rivers topic (Year 8 – Term 1)
	Use geography vocabulary to refer to Asia’s demographic and economic changes

Name and locate the world’s countries using maps and atlases (KS1/2)

Interpret geographical information using a range of sources such as maps, graphs and diagrams (KS1/2)

Human geography including economic activity and trade links (KS1/2)

Understand how physical and human features of the world are interdependent (KS1/2)

Key population and demographic terms and features, eg birth rates, natural increase (Year 7 – How is Africa a continent of contrasts)
	Use geographical vocabulary from previous Weather and Climate topic to refer to design and conduct a weather-based fieldwork enquiry.

Collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes (KS1/2 and Year 7 Bolton Abbey field trip)

Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. (KS1/2)

	Use geographical vocabulary to refer to season and weather (KS1) and climate zones (KS2)

Collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes (KS1/2)

interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs (KS1/2)

Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.(KS1/2)


	Transferrable knowledge (skills)
	Good written English by using key geographical terms

OS Map skills recap on Grid Reference, contours and interpreting landforms

Understanding the difference between processes and landforms. 

Sequencing of processes to explain landform creation

Literacy skills – extended writing to discuss and evaluate different rivers and coastal management strategies

Drawing and annotating diagrams

	Good written English by using key geographical terms


Understanding the difference between HIC and LIC

Drawing a choropleth map to show different levels of HIC and LIC development

Literacy skills- extended writing to compare 2 different ways of measuring development.

Drawing a diagram to show the relative importance of different reasons why countries are poor.
	Good written English by using key geographical terms


Numeracy skills – interpret a range of different graphs to show different weather patterns and climate distribution

Literacy skills- develop reading skills to discuss different weather patterns and climate distribution

Map skills – interpret maps to describe the distribution through TEA process

Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present physical features using a range of methods, including sketch maps, graphs showing data recorded
	Good written English by using key geographical terms


Numeracy skills – interpret a range of different graphs to show population and economic changes

Literacy skills- develop reading skills to discuss economic changes and extended writing to discuss and evaluate population and economic changes

Map skills – interpret maps to describe the distribution through Trend Example Anomaly process

Research and literacy skills through a research lesson in the LRC. Students will learn how to use the internet effectively to gather information and assess the reliability of websites 
	Good written English by using key geographical terms

Numeracy skills – interpret a range of different data that they have collected in order to present, describe and explain it.

Literacy skills- develop writing skills to plan, describe, explain and evaluate their fieldwork enquiry.

Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present physical features using a range of methods, including sketch maps, graphs showing data recorded.

	Good written English by using key geographical terms


Numeracy skills – interpret a range of different graphs to show different climatic changes

Literacy skills- develop reading skills to discuss different climate distributions

Map skills – interpret maps to describe the distribution of impacts through TEA process


	Key vocabulary pupil will know and learn
	Weathering, Erosion, abrasion, hydraulic action, transportation, deposition, process, longshore drift, coastal management, hard engineering, soft engineering
	Development, Quality of life, Gross National Income (GNI), Human Development Index (HDI), Low Income Country (LIC)), High Income Country (HIC), Life Expectancy, inequality
	Weather, climate, precipitation, temperature, thermometer, anticyclones, depressions, air pressure
	Diverse, economy, dynamic, economic growth , monsoon, population density, slums, push / pull factors
	Risk assessment, primary data, secondary data, hypothesis, fieldwork, enquiry
	Ice core samples, reliability, greenhouse effect, carbon sink, mitigation, prediction, monitoring

	Assessment activities
	10 key word assessment – spelling and accurate definitions

Extended writing task to discuss different coastal erosion processes

Complete an annotated diagram, which explains a physical process in coastal transport processes.

Interpret a source showing the sequence of coastal erosion landforms and explaining processes, which create them.

Recall OS map skills use of Grid References, compass points/direction and use of symbols

Evaluate which are the most appropriate river and coastal management strategy

Summative assessment
	10 key word assessment – spelling and accurate definitions


Extended writing comparing the GNI and HDI for measuring development

Evaluate the different reasons why Malawi is poor


Extended writing task – Describe the global distribution of HDI scores and explain reasons for this distribution
	10 key word assessment – spelling and accurate definitions


Assess the ability to complete an annotated diagram to explain how a type of rain forms.

Extended writing to compare the different types of weather associated with a depression and anticyclone.

Evaluate the impacts of weather linked to one weather system

Assess the ability to collect, interpret, analyse fieldwork

Assess the ability to reach a conclusion based on fieldwork data collected and evaluate the fieldwork project.
	10 key word assessment – spelling and accurate definitions


Extended writing to describe the distribution of Asia’s rainfall distribution and Asia’s population density

Describe Asias’s population growth and explain reasons for the population growth

Evaluate the problems of living in Asia’s slums

Complete an annotated diagram to show problems of living in Asian slums

Interpret a source showing Asias’s increasing influence in global trade

	
	Evaluate the evidence used to identify and measure climate change 

Assess the strategies used to manage and respond to climate change 

Interpret graphs and photographs showing evidence of climate change 

	Resources available
	I:\Humanities\Geography\4. Geography Lessons\1. KS3\2. Year 8\Topic 7 - What happens near coast and rivers

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_XnCTcjNpuc


https://timeforgeography.co.uk/videos_list/coasts/marine-erosion-processes/ 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0rU18uPs4o





	I:\Humanities\Geography\4. Geography Lessons\1. KS3\2. Year 8\Topic 8 - What is development

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77Zu5gC6a1c


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w5wORaWcWPY


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCUhFFQ_ZRA


https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=M8EiCCTto9U

	I:\Humanities\Geography\4. Geography Lessons\1. KS3\2. Year 8\Topic 10 - What is weather and climate

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3inavDlwfk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lITCF3UPVu4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xsxpj7bXHcY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VvWzPamEr4c

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8yp7hv/video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpIhimNpbr8

	I:\Humanities\Geography\4. Geography Lessons\1. KS3\2. Year 8\Topic 9 - Diverse and dynamic - how is Asia being transformed

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwD0UpsA5kE


https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000b1tw/seven-worlds-one-planet-series-1-2-asia


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHlUtWgKPkQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oTIlJM2KUZs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxuUtkOJm2Y

	Geographical skills: introduction to fieldwork - Fieldwork: Video playlist - BBC Bitesize

Fieldwork - GCSE Geography - BBC Bitesize
	Weather and climate: how do they vary? KS3 | Y7 Geography Lesson Resources | Oak National Academy



	Notes
 Why this topic is important 
Why this topic is important…

	This topic is important because it allows students to understand the importance of how river and coastal environments to humans on ecosystems on a local and national scale.

Students develop their understanding of processes and landforms in physical geography and how humans interact with them.

Students understand the causes, impacts and management of river flooding and changing coastal landscapes. How communities and government can respond.

Develops their locational knowledge and 

Develop the use of OS map skills

It is important because it develops cross curricular skills,  English – writing developed sentences and structure of longer pieces of writing

Links to British Values/SMSC

Understand how communities respond to flood events and coastal environment challenges


	This topic is important because it allows students to develop their  locational knowledge of which countries are LIC and HIC.


Students develop their understanding of reasons why countries are rich and poor.

It is important because it develops cross curricular skills,  English – writing developed sentences and structure of longer pieces of writing

Links to British Values/SMSC

Understand how communities respond to poverty challenges through aid and charity support

	This topic is important because it allows students to understand the importance of weather and climate to physical and human environments on a local, national and global scale.

Students develop knowledge of contrasting weather systems and understand the different atmospheric processes linked to each weather system.

Students develop knowledge and understanding of the impacts and responses of different weather systems on people and places.

Develop locational knowledge of different climate zones, including the UK climate

Develop investigation skills through fieldwork opportunity.

It is important because it develops cross curricular skills,  English – writing developed sentences and structure of longer pieces of writing

Links to British Values/SMSC

Understand how communities respond to the challenges and opportunities of different weather systems.

Analysis of graphical data and carry out own research in E&M KS4

Source interpretation using peak flow, BMI and blood pressure in H&SC

	This topic is important because it allows students to develop their locational knowledge of Asia


Students develop their understanding of reasons why Asia is rapidly changing both economically and in population terms 

It is important because it develops cross curricular skills,  English – writing developed sentences and structure of longer pieces of writing

Links to British Values/SMSC

Understand how communities respond to poverty challenges in slums

Economic growth with E&M at KS4

	This topic is important as it allows students to apply the theory taught in the weather topic and experience the real-world application of knowledge. 

Pupils evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of their enquiry process, which builds analytical skills and an understanding of how geographers generate knowledge.

Completing risk assessments teaches responsibility and safety in fieldwork, an essential skill for future studies and careers.

Fieldwork is a core component of Geography and it shows students how evidence is gathered and interpreted, making the subject more engaging and relevant. It also strengthens cross-curricular skills like literacy (writing up investigations) and numeracy (data analysis).

Links to British Values
Students learn to plan and conduct fieldwork safely, including completing risk assessments. This promotes personal responsibility and decision-making within a legal and safety framework.

Pupils evaluate their enquiry process and discuss findings, encouraging constructive feedback and collaborative decision-making—skills that underpin democratic  participation.

	Climate change is one of the most pressing global challenges today. Understanding it helps students to make sense of events they see in the news, such as floods, wildfires, and hurricanes. 

This topic connects to their future: decisions about energy use, transport, and lifestyle will directly impact climate outcomes.

Students learn how evidence is gathered and assessed (ice cores, satellite images), which builds critical thinking and scientific literacy.

The topic highlights inequalities: some countries experience more severe impacts than others. This fosters empathy and global responsibility.


Links to British Values
Students debate statements like “The climate has always changed. This is nothing to do with humans.” and evaluate different viewpoints. This promotes respectful discussion and decision-making based on evidence.

Understanding international agreements (e.g., climate treaties) and why laws exist to protect the environment reinforces the importance of legal frameworks in managing global challenges.




