
 

 

 

English Language 

Paper 1 

 

Component 1: Fiction 

Reading 

 

Student revision 

support pack 



What is it? 

 20% of the final marks for GCSE English Language. 

 Exam length: one hour 

 5 questions 

 

You will be given an extract of narrative fiction (a story) which was published between 1900 and 

1999.  

You will have to answer 5 questions on the extract. 

Each question will be worth 5 or 10 marks 

Sometimes bullet points will be provided – use them! 

Each question targets a different assessment objective so you need to be familiar with them. 

 

What to do when you see a question 

Skills: 

1. Read each question TWICE. 

2. Be aware of which lines or areas of the extract each question is asking you to look at. Top 

Tip: Rule off on your copy of the extract to show which sections the question is asking for. 

3. It is most sensible to read and ‘track’ through the text chronologically to make sure that you 

don’t miss anything. 

4. Highlight key evidence – words or phrases that will help you answer the question. 

5. Write up your answer 

  



Search and find questions 

What are they? 

Search and find questions will ask you to identify explicit and implicit information in the text.  

 

What will they look like? 

• “List 5…” 

• “What do we learn about…” 

 

How many marks? 

Will be worth 5 marks 

1 mark per answer 

Aim for 6-7 answers to cover yourself  

 

How long? 

You should spend 5 minutes on these questions. 

 

How to answer: 

If it says list, you may use bullet points. If not, you must answer in sentences. Embed short, focussed 

quotations into your answers. Do not quote whole lengthy sentences. 

  

Top Tip: 

If it says “List” you can use bullet points to 

answer 

Sentence Starters: 

“I learn…” 



Search and find questions – Putting it into 

practice 
 

 

  To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from The Day of the Triffids at the back 

of this pack. 

Read lines 1-5 

A1: list five reasons why the Triffids have not previously been seen as dangerous. [5 marks] 

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from One Day in the Life of Ivan 

Denisovich at the back of this pack. 

Read lines 1-7 

A1: list five reasons why the labour camp is an unpleasant place. [5 marks] 

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from To Kill a Mockingbird at the back 

of this pack. 

Read lines 1-10 

A1: list five reasons the children dislike visiting Mrs Dubose. [5 marks] 

 



How questions 

What are they? 

How questions assess you for AO2. This means you have to comment on, explain and analyse how 

writers use language, using relevant subject terminology to support your views. 

What will they look like? 

• “How does the writer show that…” 

• “How does the writer make these lines tense and dramatic” 

• “How does the writer…”  

How many marks? 

Will be worth either 5 or 10 marks 

Success Criteria 

 

How long? 

o 10 mark question: 15 minutes 

o 5 mark question: 10 minutes  

 

How to answer: 

You will need to use QUOTE/COMMENT or TECHNIQUE/QUOTE/COMMENT. 

 

  

Sentence Starters: 

“The writer uses…when they write…which suggests…” 

“The writer writes…which suggests…” 

 

Th 

10 Marks 

 8-10 comments 

 4-6 focusing on language 

 Overview  

 

5 Marks 

 4-5 comments 

 2-3 focusing on language 

 Overview  

 

E.g. The writer uses the simile “like a cattle-car” to describe the train by the time it reaches 

London, which suggests she is cramped and uncomfortable.  

 

Technique 

“I learn…” 

Quote 

“I learn…” 

Comment 

“I learn…” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Top Tip: 

Don’t just define a technique in your answer. You must comment on its effects on the reader: 

The writer uses a metaphor “The final instrument of his anger against them” to compare the will 

to an instrument. 

 

The writer uses a metaphor “The final instrument of his anger 

against them” to compare the will to an instrument. X 

 

The writer uses a metaphor when he describes the will as ‘the final 

instrument of his anger against them’. This suggests it is a 

specific and carefully chosen tool that he is using precisely and 

for maximum effect.  √ 
 

 



How questions – Putting it into practice 
 

  To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from The Day of the Triffids at the back 

of this pack. 

Read lines 40-55 

A4: How does the writer increase the tension in these lines? 

You should write about: 

o What happens to increase the tension 

o The writer’s use of language to create tension 

o The effects on the reader        [10 marks] 

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from Enduring Love at the back of this 

pack. 

Read lines 1-14 

A4: How does the writer create a sense of drama and tension in these lines? 

You should write about: 

o What happens to build drama and tension 

o The writer’s use of language to create drama and tension 

o The effects on the reader        [10 marks] 

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from One Day in the Life of Ivan 

Denisovich at the back of this pack. 

Read lines 8-14 

A4: How does the writer show what life is like for Shukhov?    [5 marks] 

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from To Kill a Mockingbird at the back 

of this pack. 

Read lines 22-32 

A4: How does the writer suggest the children are frightened of Mrs Dubose in these lines? 

You should write about: 

o What happens to suggest they are frightened of Mrs Dubose 

o The writer’s use of language to suggest their fear 

o The effects on the reader        [10 marks] 

 



Impressions questions 

What are they? 

Impressions questions assess you for AO2. This means you have to comment on, explain and analyse 

how writers use language, using relevant subject terminology to support your views. For top marks, 

you will need to cover a range of different impressions yo get about a character, setting or 

relationship in the text. 

What will they look like? 

• “What impression do you get of…” 

• “What are…’s impressions of…” 

How many marks? 

Will be worth either 5 or 10 marks 

Success Criteria 

 

How long? 

o 10 mark question: 15 minutes 

o 5 mark question: 10 minutes  

 

How to answer: 

You will need to use COMMENT/QUOTE or COMMENT/QUOTE/TECHNIQUE. 

 

  

Sentence Starters: 

“I get the impression that…because the writer uses…when they write…” 

“I get the impression that…because the writer writes…” 

“I get the impression that…because the writer uses…when they write…which suggests…” 

“I get the impression that…because the writer writes…which suggests…” 

 

10 Marks 

 8-10 comments 

 4-6 focusing on language 

 Overview  

 

5 Marks 

 4-5 comments 

 2-3 focusing on language 

 Overview  

 

E.g. She gets a dull, disappointing impression of the landscape as the writer uses the adjectives 

“tedious” and “grey” to describe the view of countryside.  

 

Comment 

“I learn…” 

Technique 

“I learn…” 

Quote 

“I learn…” 



 

  

Top Tip: 

If your “…which suggests…” comment would only repeat the information from your “I get the 

impression…” comment, you do not need it. 

 

I get the impression Patrick is determined to upset his family as 

the writer uses a metaphor to describe his will as the “final 

instrument of his anger against them” which suggests he is 

determined to upset his family. X 

 

I get the impression Patrick is determined to upset his family as 

the writer uses a metaphor to describe his will as the “final 

instrument of his anger against them.” √ 
 

 

Top Tip: 

Be careful not to be too general – it would be easy to give the overall impression that a character 

is a nice man, or a setting is a gloomy place etc, but that will only take you so far. Try to give 

more specific impressions you have as you track through the text. 

 

 



Impressions questions – Putting it into 

practice 
 

  To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from The Day of the Triffids at the back 

of this pack. 

Read lines 18-30 

A3: What impression do you get of the early reaction to the triffids from these lines?  [10 marks] 

You must refer to the text to support your answer 

 
To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from Enduring Love at the back of this 

pack. 

Read lines 115-22 

A3: What impression do you get of the rescue from these lines?  [10 marks] 

You must refer to the text to support your answer 

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from One Day in the Life of Ivan 

Denisovich at the back of this pack. 

Read lines 34-41 

A3: What impression do you get of the life in the labour camp from these lines?  [10 marks] 

You must refer to the text to support your answer 

 



Evaluate questions 

What are they? 

In the AO4 question, you will need to explain and explore your own response as a reader. It is partly 

to do with your personal feelings about the way a story or a character develops, but you will need to 

do more than express simple feelings of like and dislike. You are required to explain and analyse 

what a writer does in order to make you respond as you do. You need to use evidence in order to 

make sensible conclusions about your own response to what you have read. The examiner will be 

looking to see whether you can assess what you have been reading and come to a sensible 

judgement about it.  

What will they look like? 

• “Evaluate the way… is presented” 

• “[statement] to what extent do you agree with this statement…” 

How many marks? 

Will be worth 10 marks 

How long? 

You should spend 15 minutes on this question 

How to answer: 

You will need to use EVALUATE/COMMENT/QUOTE. 

 

  

Sentence Starters: 

“Overall I partially/fully agree with the statement because… 

“I think/feel because the writer writes…” 

“The writer writes… which suggests…” 

 Top Tip: 

You can write quite a lot in 15 minutes but you may need to prioritise which points you wish to 

use from the reading. If more than one piece of evidence has produced a similar response from 

you then you may wish to combine those points to make sure you have time to discuss a range 

of reactions. 

 

 

Evaluate Question Key terms: 

o Evaluate: to form an idea of; to assess and decide a value 

o Judgement: a considered decision or sensible conclusion 

o Critical: independent study and evaluation in order to form a judgement 

 

 

E.g. I think Maria is effectively portrayed as very self-conscious because she goes out of her way 

to attract Justo by producing her broadest smile, and is “shocked” when he proposes, suggesting 

she doubts herself a lot. 

 

Evaluate 

“I learn…” 

Quote 

“I learn…” 

Comment 

“I learn…” 



Evaluate questions – Putting it into practice 
 

 

 

  

To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from The Day of the Triffids at the back 

of this pack. 

Read from line 37 to the end 

A5: “In the last twenty lines or so of this extract, the writer increases the tension and it finally 

becomes clear that the triffids are dangerous.”   [10 marks] 

To what extent do you agree with this view? 

You should write about: 

o Your own impressions of the tension and the way it is increased 

o How the writer has created these impressions   

You must refer to the text to support your answer 

 

To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from Enduring Love at the back of this 

pack. 

Read from line 37 to the end 

A5: “In the final fifteen lines of this extract, the narrator is shown to be a natural leader.”  

 [10 marks] 

To what extent do you agree with this view? 

You should write about: 

o Your own impressions of the way the narrator is presented here and in the extract as a 

whole 

o How the writer has created these impressions   

You must refer to the text to support your answer 

 
To answer this question, you will need to use the extract from One Day in the Life of Ivan 

Denisovich at the back of this pack. 

Read from line 26 to the end 

A5: “In the final twenty or so lines of this extract, the writer encourages the reader to feel that 

Shukhov has found a way to deal with the hardship of the camp.”   [10 marks] 

To what extent do you agree with this view? 

You should write about: 

o Your own impressions of the way Shukhov handles life in the camp as he is presented 

here and in the extract as a whole 

o How the writer has created these impressions   

You must refer to the text to support your answer 

 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 


